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Presentation: Dr. Shing Lee, BERD Director from the Columbia CTSA Hub, gave a presentation on “Automating Web Applications for CT Conduct and Visualization” that received the Best in Show Poster Award at the Fall CTSA Meeting.  She and her team developed a free and user-friendly suite of R Shiny tools that increases accessibility of Bayesian adaptive trial design for Phase 1 trials and data visualization for Phase 2 and 3 trials.  Pod members had questions about development costs, sustainability, and future expansion. Many tools were built by students, reducing costs. This was also a close collaboration between the Dept of Biostatistics and the CTSA.  Faculty and analysts provide regular feedback in biweekly group meetings. As usage grows, long-term sustainability could be addressed by exploring NCATS funding opportunities for this project.  

CTSA Fall Meeting: The pod discussed key takeaways from the Fall CTSA meeting. The continuing importance of communicating the value of research, clinical and translational science, and the CTSA program to elected officials and the public was emphasized. AI tools such as NotebookLM can produce podcasts of video summaries of research papers and are potentially powerful ways to facilitate and enhance communications to diverse audiences.  CTSA PIs should also join forces around NIH opportunities and focus areas such as chronic diseases and nutrition.  Research to reduce barriers to healthy/unprocessed foods would be consistent with current administration priorities while advancing health for all. 

NCATS: Mike Kurilla will be joining the next meeting on December 15, 2025. Pod members discussed topics they would like to address with him including the future of the RC2, CCIA, R01 grant programs, NCATS funding priorities, and N3C governance. 
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